
 

 

ITINERARY 2 DAYS, 1 NIGHT 

Approach Khancoban from any direction and you’ll get to experience the magic of the Alpine Way. 

Over the majesty of the mighty Murray River from Victoria, through the timeless wilderness of 

Kosciuszko NP from the south or over the verdant rolling hills of the Tooma Valley you’ll be greeted 

by a sense of escape and wonder.  

DAY ONE 

Heading from the quaint charm of Tumbarumba, the drive may be only just under an hour, but 

there’s plenty to see and do along the way. Twenty minutes out of town and just off the Tooma 

Road, Paddy’s River Falls are not to be missed. A short walk from the parking area, the 2 lookouts 

provide perfect views of the Falls and the valley 

landscape downstream. To get a closer look, 

follow the walkway to the bottom and feel the 

cooling mist on your face. If you feel like a dip, the 

base of the Falls is a great place to float around 

and take in the view while the bubbles soothe 

your tired muscles. 

Located just five kilometres from Tooma, the 

Southern Cloud Memorial Lookout offers 

magnificent views of Maragle and Tooma Valleys 

as well as the main ridge of the Kosciuszko National Park. This lookout features an undercover picnic 

area, along with a series of interpretive story boards that commemorates the site where, in 1931, 

the Southern Cloud aircraft disappeared in the mountain ranges you can see from the lookout. 

Heading south down Clarke’s Hill from the lookout, Tooma Valley opens up before you, displaying its 

lush green pastures, framed by distant mountains. The historic Tooma Inn was built in 1879 from 

locally fired bricks and has survived floods, droughts and fires – not to mention bushrangers. They 

think they have the friendliest locals in the entire country and first-time visitors are treated as 

friends they haven’t met yet. Drop in for a refreshment before heading the short distance to 

Khancoban.  

Before exploring town, refuel at the excellent Pickled Parrot Providore café and grocery store, where 

they stock their shelves as much as possible from within a 100-mile radius- helping you keep your 

food miles down. They are serious about supporting our local producers and showcase as many local 

products in their café dishes as possible. After a delightful lunch it’s time to grab a selection of local 

goodies (a must-have are some spice mixes from the Khancoban Kitchen) before checking into your 

accommodation.  

 

 



WHERE TO STAY: There’s a host of cottage style accommodation to choose from to suit any needs, 

including the beautifully appointed Queen’s Cottage. Originally completed to provide 

accommodation for her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II when visiting the Snowy Mountains, you’ll be 

sure to get a royal welcome. Native forest lies at the back door, a fertile valley unfolds from the 

balcony. Magnificent views and breathtaking scenery provide a perfect setting for that ultimate 

escape to the Snowy Mountains. 

If water views are more your style, then the Lakeside Caravan Park will fit the bill, with 6 acres of 

camping and cabin style accommodation with stunning lake and mountain views. It’s the perfect 

place if you love the great outdoors and a bit of luxury thrown in, especially if you opt for a Spa 

Cabin, complete with spa in the ensuite and large covered entertaining area (sleeps up to 4). 

Once you’re settled in, the water will be calling- time 

to unpack the swimmers and stroll down to the 

sprawling lakeside for a refreshing afternoon dip. With 

the awesome backdrop of Australia’s highest 

mountains, the scenery is stunningly beautiful in any 

season. In spring and summer wildflowers cover the 

surrounding hills, while in autumn the trees are a 

blaze of colour and winter sees the peaks covered in 

snow. Time to explore by kayak or SUP or drop in a 

line- the lake holds brown and rainbow trout, atlantic 

salmon and even redfin. Huge brown trout are often landed- a 13lb monster was caught in April 

2009! All fishing tackle and bait are readily available. 

All that lake action will definitely have your appetite primed to tackle the hearty goodness of a pub 

dinner at the local Alpine Inn. Generous servings and friendly service are just the beginning at this 

quaint country pub. Publican Steve is always on hand to give out some sage travel advice. Time to 

wander back to your lakeside digs, have a soak in the spa and then enjoy some local award-winning 

wine, courtesy of the world-class Tumbarumba wine region under a blanket of stars.  

DAY TWO 

Waking up to the serenity of the Pondage in the 

morning light will set you up for a great day of 

exploring (as will a delicious morning brew from 

the Alpine Café and Fuel). The Khancoban area is 

the western gateway to Kosciuszko National 

Park, an internationally recognised UNESCO 

Biosphere Reserve, covering 1.5 million acres of 

magnificent alpine terrain. Kosciuszko is home to 

plant species found nowhere else on earth, as 

well as rare animal species such as the 

Corroboree Frog and Mountain Pygmy Possum. 

Discover Geehi and Tom Groggin’s (the inspiration for The Man from Snowy River) camp spots, 

fishing and incredible back country trails. Marvel at the Western Fall views or explore huts and hikes 

in the Jagungal Wilderness- there’s so much to choose from. Here are 2 great options for an 

adventure filled day: 

 



Option 1: Wilderness, wild river fishing and wombats. 

Before heading out of town, grab a grazing box from Pickled Parrot then hit the road on the Scenic 

Alpine Way. Not far out of town and just off the road look out for one of the engineering marvels of 

Australia- the Murray One Power Station. There’s plenty of information on display as well so you can 

soak up the colourful history of the Snowy Scheme as well as the awe-inspiring views.  

A short way down the track you can pull over again 

to take in more epic views from either Scammell’s 

Ridge or Olsen’s lookouts (or why not do both!). Just 

off the Alpine Way, both offer incredible views of the 

Western Fall of the Main Range as well as being top 

picnic spots. Sit back amongst the mountain ash and 

get stuck into your grazing box while gang gang 

cockatoos, crimson rosellas, king parrots and 

lyrebirds (and the odd curious echidna) keep you 

company.  

Time to lace up your walking shoes, saddle up the horse, or bring your mountain bike and reconnect 

with nature along the many trails in this area. Discover historic stone huts along Geehi Huts trail or 

ride a section of the epic Bicentennial trail. The Geehi area has great highlights all year round, from 

swimming and fishing in the river in summer, to views of snow-capped mountains in winter. In 

spring, you’ll find beautiful displays of wildflowers. A dozen threatened plant species can be found 

around Geehi, including elusive cress and black-hooded sun orchids. It’s also home to a large colony 

of cuddly wombats. 

In summer, the crystal-clear Swampy Plain River is also ideal for swimming, tubing or kayaking (and 

platypus spotting) as well as fly fishing for rainbow and brown trout. At around 3 hours return, a 

good option for this afternoon would be the Geehi huts walking track. This easy walk, 4WD route, 

mountain bike or horse ride starts from Geehi Hut at the campground, just off the Alpine Way. 

Follow the trail downstream to picturesque Keeble’s Hut at Behr’s Flat campground. Step inside the 

hut to connect with Snowy Mountains history. Outside, feast your eyes again on majestic views of 

the rugged Western Fall, the steepest part of the Australian Alps.  

The trail continues behind Keeble’s Hut and crosses the river again to reach Old Geehi campground, 

where you’ll find Old Geehi Hut. The pristine alpine stream is a great spot to dip your feet in to cool 

off on a warm day.  There are lots of other trail options, but this time return the same way while you 

plan your next camping trip to this stunning area.  

Another great option is Tom Groggin campground- set on the banks of the upper Murray River, just 

off the Alpine Way, there’s plenty of room for relaxed camping in open areas in a tranquil valley 

setting with stunning mountain and riverside backdrops. The open grasslands in the valley are home 

to a large population of resident eastern grey kangaroos. Emus, echidnas, brush-tailed possums, 

lyrebirds, flame robins and crimson rosellas can also be found in this magic place. 

For now though it’s time to rest your feet and take in more of the magnificent Alpine Way as you 

head south towards Thredbo Alpine Village. An iconic road trip for all ages, you’ll be driving a path 

well-travelled and steeped in history. Aboriginal people travelled this route to the high country, and 

more recently, it was used as a drover’s stock route and for the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric 

Scheme. You can pack as much or as little adventure into your road trip as you like, with more 

spectacular walking, fishing and mountain biking options along the way. 



Option 2: Khancoban to Kiandra- history, hiking and wild-horses (Oct-May). 

This way takes you north, crossing central Kosciuszko National Park as it connects the Alpine Way to 

the Snowy Mountains Highway touring route. As it winds up through mountain forest to the alpine 

plains, there are plenty of attractions to break up the journey and make a day of it. Historic huts, 

scenic campgrounds, bushwalking tracks, gold-mining history and trails for mountain biking and 

horse riding all tempt you to explore new areas of this vast and varied national park. 

Heading out of Khancoban, (after picking up your delicious grazing platter from Pickled Parrot) head 

back towards Tumbarumba then turn right onto Swampy Plains Creek Road. Drive for 30 minutes 

until you come to the picturesque Ogilvie’s picnic area. Stretch your legs and take in the epic views 

along nearby Deep Creek fire trail before having a picnic next to the tranquil mountain stream. 

Once you’ve fueled up, get ready for a true wilderness experience. A little further up the road you’ll 

find the trailhead for Round Mountain Hut walking track (1.5- 2.5 hours). This stunning trail winds 

through beautiful sub-alpine habitat to the Jagungal Wilderness Area in central Kosciuszko National 

Park. It is an unforgettable walk or ride, offering Snowy Mountain views and spring wildflowers on 

the way to the rustic alpine hut (sadly the hut was damaged by the 2019/2020 bushfires, but is due 

to be rebuilt).  

Time your visit with wildflower season, when the walking track comes alive with buttercups, billy 

buttons, waxy bluebells and daisies. If you’re walking between April and October, keep an eye out 

for the olive-barked black sallee trees- their star-shaped clusters of flower buds are simply beautiful.  

With more time up your sleeve, you could explore the network of trails that take you to such 

popular destinations and routes as the imposing alpine summit of Mt Jagungal (2061 m). For the 

truly intrepid, it is also possible to walk through the Jagungal Wilderness, eventually reaching the 

high peaks of the Main Range and finishing at Dead Horse Gap, not far from Thredbo. For now 

though, it’s onwards towards Kiandra to explore some gold-mining history. 

Take your time at Bradley’s hut (49.5km from Khancoban, on the right) to be reminded of the era of 

mountain grazing leases, when sheep and cattle were brought to the mountain grasslands for the 

summer, and stock workers built huts such as this one for shelter. Many of these huts still remain in 

the park today and, as significant heritage sites, are cared for by the park and by volunteer groups 

such as the Kosciusko Huts Association. When you reach the turnoff to Cabramurra you should feel 

on top of the world- well, at least on top of the continent since it is the highest town in Australia, at 

an altitude of 1488m. 

In the warmer months it is possible to take the Kings Cross Road, which turns off the Khancoban to 

Cabramurra Road 300m before the turnoff, up to the popular Mt Selwyn ski resort- due to reopen in 

July 2022. In the ski season, Selwyn is just over an hour’s drive from Khancoban via the Elliot Way 

making it an easy daytrip for some snow-filled action for the whole family.  

Watch for views over the upper reaches of the Talbingo Reservoir to the north and east as the road 

cIimbs out of the valley. As you pass the turnoff to Ravine and the Lobbs Hole trail (another side trip 

for next time- the dramatic scenery in this area is claimed to have been the inspiration Australia’s 

premier bushranging novel - Rolfe Bolderwood’s ‘Robbery Under Arms’), the road crosses the Great 

Dividing Range at 1500m altitude and passes between the watersheds of the Tumut and Eucumbene 

rivers. You’ve arrived in goldmining country! 

 



The Goldseekers track, a 3km-loop walking track, starts and ends opposite the entrance to Three 

Mile Dam and crosses through snowgrass flats and Snow gum woodland, as well as passing the 

remains of an ore-crushing stamper battery. From here it’s a short drive to Kiandra, and the heritage 

precinct. As well as being steeped in gold mining history and the birthplace of Australian skiing, 

Kiandra is key access point to the renowned Australian Alps walking track.  

Although the heritage buildings are currently closed due to bushfire damage, the buildings 

themselves and interpretive walking track provide insights into life in the high country during the 

1800s and early 1900s. The Kiandra Heritage Trail is an easy 1km loop (30 mins) and this fascinating 

walk is a popular way to explore the history of Kiandra, home to one of the shortest gold rushes in 

Australian history. The short self-guided walk starts at the former courthouse, in the fire-affected 

Kiandra Heritage precinct, and provides plenty of informative signs along the way to show what life 

might have been like in this historic town. 

From Kiandra it’s a short and scenic drive across the high country (with a short stopover to spot 

some brumbies) to Adaminaby (30 mins) and onwards to Cooma (just over an hour).  

 

 


